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be accompanied by an Initial Environ-
mental Examination or adequate infor-
mation to permit preparation of an Ini-
tial Environmental Examination. The
Threshold Decision shall be made by
the Mission Director for the country to
which the proposal relates, if the pre-
liminary proposal is submitted to the
A.1.D. Mission, or shall be made by the
officer in A.1.D. who approves the pre-
liminary proposal. In either case, the
concurrence of the Bureau Environ-
mental Officer is required in the same
manner as in §216.3(a)(2), except for
PVO projects approved in A.l.D. Mis-
sions with total life of project costs
less than $500,000. Thereafter, the same
procedures set forth in §216.3 including
as appropriate scoping and Environ-
mental Assessments or Environmental
Impact Statements, shall be applicable
to programs, projects or activities sub-
mitted by private applicants. The final
proposal submitted for financing shall
be treated, for purposes of these proce-
dures, as a Project Paper. The Bureau
Environmental Officer shall advise pri-
vate applicants of studies or other in-
formation foreseeably required for ac-
tion by A.1.D.

[45 FR 70247, Oct. 23, 1980]

§216.5 Endangered species.

It is A.1.D. policy to conduct its as-
sistance programs in a manner that is
sensitive to the protection of endan-
gered or threatened species and their
critical habitats. The Initial Environ-
mental Examination for each project,
program or activity having an effect on
the environment shall specifically de-
termine whether the project, program
or activity will have an effect on an en-
dangered or threatened species, or crit-
ical habitat. If the proposed project,
program or activity will have the ef-
fect of jeopardizing an endangered or
threatened species or of adversely
modifying its critical habitat, the
Threshold Decision shall be a Positive
Determination and an Environmental
Assessment or Environmental Impact
Statement completed as appropriate,
which shall discuss alternatives or
modifications to avoid or mitigate
such impact on the species or its habi-
tat.

[45 FR 70247, Oct. 23, 1980]

§216.6

§216.6 Environmental assessments.

(a) General purpose. The purpose of
the Environmental Assessment is to
provide Agency and host country deci-
sion makers with a full discussion of
significant environmental effects of a
proposed action. It includes alter-
natives which would avoid or minimize
adverse effects or enhance the quality
of the environment so that the ex-
pected benefits of development objec-
tives can be weighed against any ad-
verse impacts upon the human environ-
ment or any irreversible or irretriev-
able commitment of resources.

(b) Collaboration with affected nation
on preparation. Collaboration in obtain-
ing data, conducting analyses and con-
sidering alternatives will help build an
awareness of development associated
environmental problems in less devel-
oped countries as well as assist in
building an indigenous institutional
capability to deal nationally with such
problems. Missions, Bureaus and Of-
fices will collaborate with affected
countries to the maximum extent pos-
sible, in the development of any Envi-
ronmental Assessments and consider-
ation of environmental consequences
as set forth therein.

(c) Content and form. The Environ-
mental Assessment shall be based upon
the scoping statement and shall ad-
dress the following elements, as appro-
priate:

(1) Summary. The summary shall
stress the major conclusions, areas of
controversy, if any, and the issues to
be resolved.

(2) Purpose. The Environmental As-
sessment shall briefly specify the un-
derlying purpose and need to which the
Agency is responding in proposing the
alternatives including the proposed ac-
tion.

(3) Alternatives including the proposed
action. This section should present the
environmental impacts of the proposal
and its alternatives in comparative
form, thereby sharpening the issues
and providing a clear basis for choice
among options by the decision maker.
This section should explore and evalu-
ate reasonable alternatives and briefly
discuss the reasons for eliminating
those alternatives which were not in-
cluded in the detailed study; devote
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